The role of targeted therapy in the treatment of advanced colorectal cancer.
The introduction of targeted therapies in the treatment of metastatic colorectal cancer (MCRC) has resulted in significant improvements in efficacy outcomes. Both vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF) and epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR) inhibitors have proven to be valid and valuable agents in the management of MCRC. This review will focus on the role of the anti-VEGF monoclonal antibody, bevacizumab, and the anti-EGFR monoclonal antibodies, cetuximab and panitumumab, in MCRC. Special focus will be placed on clinical evidence supporting the use of these agents in various lines of treatment, and on KRAS as a marker of response in relationship to anti-EGFR inhibitors.